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Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 


Joyned in Confraunity with 


SAMUEL ANSLEY.. 


"'Þ ; 
TI: having pleaſed the Lord (whoſe am, and whom I ſerve) 
; tocall mc by his Gragg,. even inmy tender Years; by which 
Grace ke put me upon ſeckings after himſelf, that fo T 
might know him the dnly t 
hath ſent, whom ſavingly to 


BF 


Wod, and Jeſus Chriſt ghom he I 
: Wis Lifc Eternal. > * RY es 
Many tore and weary ſteps hath my Anxious Soul troad in" Ingen, 


finding out the Path that leadeth thereunto, that ſo I might come 
to a certain knowledge of what God is, and how he ought to be 
Woerſhipped: and this made me go about from ohne Watch-man 
of the Night to anothex, Mquiring after my Souls Beloved, to 
hear if they could tell where his dwelling was, and where he 
maketh his Flocks to lie down in Reſt. 
But oh the uncertain ſoimd which they gaye! ſome ſaid Zo 
here, and others faid, Lo there is he who thy Soul defireth - 
but alas? when I went out te ſeek him there, I could neither ſee. 
his Shape, ror. heas his Voice; then uſed I to. retire into my 
Chambes te fuplicate him in ſecret, whoſe Preſence 1 could not 
meet with in theſe Publick Aſſemblies 3 But yep ſtil I logken. th 
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(2) 
that at a diſtance(+v3z.)the Appearance of the Son of God, whic': 
was to have been had nearer at hand: ſometimes ſearching over 
the Records of Scripture, if there I could have found him ſub- 
ſantially, whom my Soul greatly deſired to ſee : On but there 
l iound him not, although I daily read the Reports which his 
Ancient Primitive Servants have left there upon 1ecord, con- 
ccrains how they witneſſed him, by vertue of the effeAral wor- 
king ef his mighty Power in them; but what was this to me ? 
whilſt | knew kim not my ſclf Experimentally working Coun Sin 
and Iniquity in me, and removing that that did let, and would 
let till it was taken out of the way, that fo his own Righteous 
Scepter might b:ar rule over me. 

And thus as I ſought him ſorrowing, in an acceptable time was 
he pleaſed to appear unto me, (magnified be his Name forever) 
and to caſt upa living way for me; though much contrary to the 
way | wakked is formerly; yet by his good Spirit he ſo inſtruted 
me, t-at 1 certainly knew this to be the way that leadeth te E- 
verlaſting Fe.icity: yetl muſt needs declare, 'tis a Crols Way 
to the Carnal mind and ſtubborn will of the fallen Creature, 
where] now find that I as well others ſtood by Nature. Bur 
now t-e Lord having pulled my Soul as a Brand out of the Fire, 
and made me willing inthe day of his Power : I cando no lets 
then {peak to the praiſe of his Grace, whoſe own Arm hath 
wrought Salvation in and for me thus far. 

And now lI ſay, this was the Grace by which I was called, and 
by which T am in meaſure ſaved; even that Grace of which the 
| Apoftle ſpeaks, Tir. 2.11,12,13, 14. The Grace of God that 
bringeth Saluation hath appeared (mark) to all men, teaching 4 
that denying Ongodlinefi and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live Sobcr- 
Ph Righteonſiy,and Gedlily in this preſent World : looking for that 

effed Hope and glorious appearing of the great God, and our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for wu, that he might redeews 
4 (mark) from all Iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealow of good Works. 

| Andnow being taught by this Grace, which is the only Prin- 
eiple by which every one may learn to know God ſavingly, which 
principle God hath raiſed up in me to publiſh and declare to e- 


thers, 


Arm and Grace of God,which alone can burſt the Bonds of Death 
and ſet the Soul at Liberty. 

And beſides the diſpoſition which this gracious Principle hath 
wrought in me towards all my Fellow-creazures, that they might 
partake with me, an] with the Remnant whom the Lord hath 
called out of the World; 1 fay that all might partake with us 
of the rich Love of God, with which my Soul is refreſhed at 
this very time, that nowl am writing unto yon, l tound the 
God of all grace, laying a more ſpecial Injuntion upon me te vi- 
ſit you particularly ; to Proclaim his free Grace and rich Mercy, 
which he is plealed yet to extend towards you : And upon the 
twentieth Gay of tie cight Moneth, this preſent Year, 1678. 
in Obedience to that God which made me, and formed my Spi- 
rit within me, and by the motion of his good Spirit, did I in fear 
and much trembling come with a Meſſage from the King of Hea- 
venunto you, which was this, v:z. To make Preclamation of 
his univerſal Love towards you ; that fo all who had not wi'ful- 
ly withſtood the tenders of his Mercy and out-ſlipr the Day 
of your Viſitation (after which the Lord will tary for none ot 
you) ye all might come and he converted from your Iniquities, 
and he would receive you graciouſly, ſo that none ſhould need to 
fear their Eternal Predcſtination or Reprobation to Everlaſting 
Miſery, as though God had forc-ordained lome for everlaſting 
Damnation; fer God would have all men come to the know- 
ledge of the Truth and be ſaved, as faith the holyApoſtle, 1 T :»». 
2.4. and (faith God) Look unto me all ye ends of the Earth, and 
be ye ſaved, Iſa.45.22. Nor may any preſume {in hopes of 
Mercy) that they are in the eſtate of Ele&tion, while they are 
in the unbelief and diſobedicnce unto the Spirit of Truth, which 
Convinces the world of Sin, and leads tte Saints into all Truth : 
for ſo came the Word of the Lord unto me, Go, mr ce 

them to the Feaſt of ingathering, that ſothey may be allured ro tur 
in unto me, and be gathered by me, in this the Day of the ffretc! nes 
forth of the Arms of my Mercy, before I come to [jt the Nti- 
ns with the Sieve of Vanity, when ſuch as are found Chaffie oy 
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thers, where they ſhould look for the appearance of this ſavins I 
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| This Word (in the ſear\and love of God, 'which he hath ſhed 
abroad in my Heart 'by Jcfus Chtift abundantly) did 1 come at 
that time roPtectaim tmro yoL;with many more och like invitin 

" PxpreMons, would you.havehad'Patience to hear mie, T\hGuld by 
"Yivine Aﬀſtance have feclared unto you, as I did to fuch render- 
hearted Ones without your Doors, whoſe Ears the Lord incli- 
n:d to hearken unto me. | 
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' ** "And now Tfindit uponme to write a few words by way of Ap- 


© peal to you, and to expoltulate the caſe a little with you : Whe- 
©ther or no you will all juſtifie that Aftion of haling of me, (who 
- camein the Name and Powerof the Lord (and my Siſter who 
ftoodpatiently by me) out from amongſt you. 1 confeſs] heard 
no publick Command for it given by any of yeu ; butit was not 
done_by.a Perſsn unknown to you, but one in Office amongſt 
You; ſo that had he not had private Commiſſion from ſome 
'©nc or more of you, for the former knowledge that he had of 
eur blameleſs deportment amongſt you, 1 dare bclieve he would 
not have uſed us fo Uncharitably, without receiving Reproof 
from you: Why indeed ſhould he,fince none of you can gd fag 
that we gave any Interryytien to you? ye are all my witneſſes I 
waited in ſilence whilſt thexe was a Voice heard amongſt you, 
taking that opportnnity to open my Mowth unto you, when 
your Teacher was peruſing ſuch Petitions as uſed to divert him 
from ſo fuddain a falling on to Prayers amongſt you : But how- 
ever, though that time was not fo long as ordinary, but Pray- 
ers begkn Brice I'could much as name my Mcflage -to 
you, upon-requeſt made me to be filent-during Prayer tirhe, 
and-a promiſe of being heard afterwards, I tarricd till your 
Worſhip was ended, then began my Mouth to open unto yeu; 
but hoſooner had 1 charged you with being-out of the right 
. . way, but you made; good that charge inamediately, by ſhew- 
__ hg that perſecutiog Spirit, which infallibly marks out ahd de- 
ciphers the falſe. Chuxch ; who hath ever violently handled and 

| Hardly ufed the Members of the true And ſo it became wy 
of 
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_ « fot atthaktime to bear ameaſure of Sulferings'from-yous . 
the'Lord upheld me by the riptitHand of his Foot, 6 op 
feared net the wrath ef the Adverfary; though one' more <ſpe- 
_ cially ſhewed himſelf mightily inraged againſtme: | 
- © Oh! where was your patient Mind, ' that you could not 
\ hearwhatT had to'fay unto you,” and have tryed what: Spirit I 
had been of, that fo, if in Error, by found Argument you might 
have convinced me. ST 
Oh! where was your Chreftian Moderation that ought tobe 
thewed towards all, whereby you ſhould have manifeſted the 
Lord ts be athand. | | 

Oh! where was your 'Lamb-like' Meeknefs, by which you 
would have ivftrufted ſuch as ſhould have oppoſed you, had 
yeu been in the Truth ? But whilſt you profcis the Name of 
Chriſt (who is Truth it felf.) you are found in the Spirit of 
Antichriſt, otherwiſe you weuld not have fo roughly treat- 
ted the Guiltleſs ; nay, if we'had been guilty, we ought 
to have had a more fair Tryal and Examination before you, 
ere ſuch haſty Execution ſhould have proceeded from you. 

This therefore briefly is written in the Spirit of Love, and 
ſent to you, that all ſober Inquirers may have a true Accompt 
of the Veeation of 'our coming amongſt you that eay; And 
ket notice be offended? that] take riot in their Teacher with them, 
ſo as to appeal to him as well as them; for the Lord knoweth, 
*ris not in any Enmity T bear towards him; but as I formerly 
have had an high Eſteem of him, ſo 1 till do retain a kind and 
friendly Reſpe& for him ; but having privately addrefs'd my felf 
unto him, whereby to render the Reaſon of my turning from 
him; in anſwer to which (he himſelf knows) I received not fo 
much as one word to give me any SatisfaQion, but chad a haſty 
Put-by from him, which may very well excuſe me in not making 
a ſecond Application unto him. 

However, my Soul deſires the real Welfare of all men, and 
\- Wmve written this neither in Envy nor Oſtentation, but in an- 
ſwer to the Requirings ef the Lord, before whom my Heart 
& broken at this time ; and now in much gedly Compaſſion OR 
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F 46) | as 
' La Remembrance of ſuch as have fincere Deſires a you, 
: and 1doubt not but'that the Lord in tendes Mercy, and for his 
own Seed's fake, that cryeth to him for Deliverance in and a- 
mongſt you, will in due time reach forth his powerful favipg 
Arm unto ſuch of you, whereby you ſhall be gathered into a 
place of Safety, before his Over-ſflowing Scourge be made ts 
pals over you. | 

Let this therefore be a Provocation unto you ſpecdily to 
turn. into the ſecret of your own Souls, to the Appearance of 
his Son, Coun Jeſus, whe there ſpeaks from Heaven unto 
you, reproving you for your Sin ayd Iniquity, and exciting of 
you to Holineſs and Purity, who by his Heavenly Light in 
your Conſciences, if you give up to be led and gapded by it, 
will bring ſuch of you as are now even as Loſt Sheep of the 
Houle of //rael home to the Fold of Reft. 


Which is the hearty Deſwe and earneſt Breathing of her whe 
i known to many of you by the Name of 


ELIZABETH BATHURST. 


And now having invited you to turn unto the Lord, both by 
Word and Writing, I amclear concerning you at this time. 


LN you, People, unto whom this Meffage is ſent, a few 
ws words doth lic with weight upon my Spirit, to put you ia 
remembrance of dayes paſt, and that you may call to mind 
the Promiſes you did make te the Lord when your Hearts were 
tendered before him, becauſe of the Judgments that then ſeem'd 
to awaken you ; but ſo ſoon as the Hand of the Lord turned 
back, and with-held from ſmiting, Oh! who then amongſt you 
were faithful to thoſe Promiles? ſo that may I not ſay, that nei- 
ther the Mercies nor Judgments of the Lord have ſo awakened 
youas to turn te him by Unfeigned Repentance ? for whole ſake 
the Lord hath put in my Heart to mind you, for the ſake of your 
immortal! Souls, that you may be awakened toa ſpeedy turnmg 
to the Lord, that you may not provoke the Lord to with-held 
his Spirit from ſtriving with you. 


Written in Obedience tothe Lord, 
by your Friend 


ANNE BATHURST. 


